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                  आज का विचार (महात्मा गाांधी के मलू्यिान िचन) 

      “ननरपराधधयो की मसुीबत ेसहने की िजह से ही दनुनया ऊपर उठती हें और बेहतर बनती हें।“  
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1. Economists ask PM Modi not to dilute NREGS; Gadkari says focus on 

backward areas 

 

Indian Express: 15.10.2014 

 

 

“We will have a different thought for exceptions and will use the Planning Commission data on such areas.” 

As leading economists urged the Prime Minister not to dilute the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme saying it provides 
economic security to millions, Union Minister for Rural Development Nitin 
Gadkari justified the Centre’s decision to restrict the focus of the job scheme 
to the “most backward and needy” districts and reduce the labour-material 
ratio from 60:40 to 51:49. 
 
Denying any move to reduce compensation for lack of job availability or any 
delay in payment of wages, Gadkari told The Indian Express: “In many 
irrigated states like Punjab and Haryana, lack of labourers for farming 
operations has become a major problem. They have to get labourers from 
Bihar. In Uttar Pradesh, they don’t have labourers to work on cane farms. So, 
we have thought of implementing the scheme more intensively where people 
have no jobs available.” 



On the strategy for ‘non-focus’ districts, Gadkari said: “We will have a different 
thought for exceptions and will use the Planning Commission data on such 
areas.” 
 
On the issue of labour-material ratio, he said: “It (the decision) has been taken 
keeping Parliament in confidence and all parties have supported it. We wish to 
spend the money constructively and we need to do some value addition. After 
all, it’s government money.” 
 
Citing an example, he said: “In east Vidarbha, there are over 7,000 old 
reservoirs called Malgujari talaos. We need to desilt these. So, we have to 
reduce the ratio there.” 
 
He made these remarks after 28 economists wrote to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. “We are writing to express our deep concern about the future of India’s 
NREGA,” their letter stated. 
 
Signatories included Jean Dreze, a member of the erstwhile National Advisory 
Council; Abhijit Sen, former member of the Planning Commission; Dilip Abreu, 
professor of economics, Princeton University; Pranab Bardhan, emeritus 
professor of economics, University of California, Berkeley; Anirban Kar, 
associate professor, Delhi School of Economics; and, Jayati Ghosh, professor 
of economics, Jawaharlal Nehru University. 
 
The letter argued that capping the job scheme to 200 districts, restricting state 
spend and revising the labour-material ratio would dilute its benefits. 
Pointing out that the scheme, started in 2005 by the UPA with cross-party 
support, had achieved significant results, the economists said: “At a relatively 
small cost (currently 0.3 per cent of India’s GDP), about 50 million households 
are getting some employment at NREGA work sites every year. A majority of 
NREGA workers are women, and close to half are Dalits or Adivasis. A large 
body of research shows that the NREGA has wide-ranging social benefits, 
including the creation of productive assets.” 
 
The economists expressed concern over plans to restrict the ambit of the 
scheme to just 200 districts, arguing that it goes against the basic premise of 
the Act. 
 
They argued that wages under the scheme have been frozen in real terms 
while delay in payments have further depleted their real value. 



 “The Act’s initial provisions for compensation in the event of delayed 

payments have been removed. The labour-material ratio is sought to be 

reduced from 60:40 to 51:49 without any evidence that this would raise the 

productivity of NREGA works,” the letter stated. They also noted that by 

imposing caps on NREGA expenditure on state governments, the Centre is 

undermining the principle of work on demand.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Indian employers see overseas graduates as more job-ready: Rob Lynes, 

British Council 

The Economic Times: 14.10.2010  
 

  
(Students with overseas…) 

Employers in India believe foreign university graduates have better technical 

skills for jobs, according to the India Employability report unveiled by The British 

Council. 

The research surveyed 200 foreign and Indian companies on ascertaining the 

attractiveness of Indian and foreign university graduates for jobs on parameters 

such as skill-sets, availability and quality of talent pool. It revealed that 39 per cent 

of the respondents deemed far more graduates from foreign universities as better 

prepared for the job than those from Indian universities, perceiving them to require 

lesser extensive training, according to 14 per cent of employers. 

Please explain the key findings. 

 

This report is looking at employability of Indians in general. It is about what young 

people need to do to get jobs. The report looked at particularly those who studied 

in India or overseas and tried to assess whether the latter have an added advantage. 

With 200 respondents, it's not a huge corpus to look at, but what the report does 

say is that some employers feel those who have studied overseas are better 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/photo/44807261.cms


prepared for the job market. And this could be attributed to exposure, critical 

thinking abilities and better understanding of business concepts. These were 

employers who hired students with overseas experience. I guess it doesn't make 

them better employees but gives them something extra. Even in the UK, we 

encourage people to get some exposure overseas. This is the first time we have 

looked at elements like employability in context of the Indian market. 

What are the concerns regarding overseas education? 

 

Higher education is becoming more transactional in nature. There are various 

courses and campuses education programmes and we hope that in future, there are 

more opportunities for such programmes for UK universities in India, so students 

don't have to go overseas for foreign education. At the moment, it's difficult in 

India. Massive Open Online Courses is another area if institutions have to reach 

out to large numbers. But, the catch there is quality. How do institutions accredit 

and certify certain courses? These are challenges institutions are going to face. 

 

How are training interventions for institutions and companies panning out in India? 

 

Soft skills are critical communication presentation skills, and these are essential for 

any job. Students may be academically brilliant but if you cannot communicate and 

engage you'll find it difficult to survive. The British Council works broadly with 12 

states in India. We train the trainers to teach language. We've had tie-ups with 

companies and higher institutions looking at soft skills training. There is a demand 

for that in India. 
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 3. Minister releases report on poor education scenario 

The Times of India: 13.10.2014 

 

 PATNA: Approximately 30% fathers and 63.41% of mothers in Gaya district 

never went to school. The situation in Katihar district is even worst with 51.58% 

fathers and 73.44% of mothers did not go to school. This was revealed in a report 

on 'social diversity and learning achievement: the status of primary education in 

rural Bihar' prepared by Deshkal society. The report was released by education 

minister Brishen Patel here on Monday. 

Speaking on the occasion, he said it is difficult to teach children with lower level 

of parental education as they do not appreciate the value of education properly. 

 

The report was prepared after a survey on over 4,000 children in Gaya and over 

5,000 children in Katihar districts. It also attributed language barrier as a factor that 

can increase the number of dropouts. It has mentioned private tuition centres as 

a single entrepreneurship in the absence of financial resource and said people 

accept them as centres of learning. 
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 4. India’s hunger situation alarming, says report 

Business Line: 14.10.2014 

 

Ads by Google 

NEW DELHI, OCT. 14:   

Hunger is decreasing globally, but the largest number of people going hungry is in 

South Asia, with the situation in India ‘alarming’ despite it having made some 

progress. 

Overall, the hunger situation in 19 out 120 countries is alarming or seriously 

alarming, says a report released on Monday by the International Food 

Policy Research Institute, Welthungerhilfe and Concern Worldwide. 

The 2013 Global Hunger Index (GHI) has fallen by 34 per cent from the 

1990 score, but South Asia has the highest regional score of 20.7, followed by 
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Africa (south of the Sahara) while Burundi, Eritrea and Comoros have the highest 

levels of hunger, says the report. 

The report, which calls for building coping mechanisms to boost food 

and nutrition security, terms the situation in India as alarming, even as its hunger 

score improved from 32.6 in 1990 to 24 in 2005 and 21.3 in 2013. Pakistan has a 

score of 19.3, Bangladesh 19.4 and China 5.5. 

It says South Asia’s record of reducing hunger has been uneven, as the region 

reduced its score markedly between 1990 and 1995, but the decrease slowed down, 

despite strong economic growth. 

India, which recently passed a food security law, and Timor-Leste have the highest 

prevalence of underweight in children under five — more than 40 per cent in both 

countries. The report cites social inequality and low nutritional, educational, and 

social status of women as the major causes of child under-nutrition in South Asia. 

“2.6 billion people have to live on less than two dollars a day. For them a sick 

family member, a singledrought or the job loss of someone working abroad is a 

major crisis…. These people have simply no coping mechanisms left to react to a 

crisis,” said Welthungerhilfe’s Chairlady Bärbel Dieckmann. 

Pointing out that the developing world is more vulnerable to shocks and stress 

from extreme weatherevents, macroeconomic crises, poor governance and 

conflicts, among others, the report calls for policy focus on building people’s 

resilience. 

It suggests silos between the relief and development communities to be broken 

down and developing high-frequency surveillance systems for the most vulnerable 

regions, focusing on community as well as individual and household resilience, i.e. 

their capacity to absorb shocks. 

Among the countries that achieved noteworthy progress in improving their GHI 

scores are Bangladesh, Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam, with decreases in their 

scores ranging between 15 and 23 points. 



The index identified hunger levels and hot spots across 120 developing countries 

and countries in transition, and ranked countries on three equally weighted 

indicators - the proportion of undernourished people, the proportion of 

underweight children under five, and the mortality rate of children under five. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 5. Uttarakhand floods result of climate change: Report 

 

Indian Express: 15.10.2014 

 

 

The 2013 Uttarakhand floods were most probably a consequence of “human-

induced” climate change, a new report by the American Meteorological Society 

has suggested. 

 

The extraordinary rainfall in Uttarakhand in June last year has found a place in a 

list of 16 extreme weather events that the report says were most likely a direct 

result of climate change. 

 

This is probably the first time that any individual weather event in India has been 

attributed to climate change. Scientists are generally wary of blaming climate 

change for any single event, mainly because of the difficulty in establishing the 

causality, although there is a near unanimity that climate change is responsible for 

an increase in the frequency and intensity of extreme weather events. 

 

The report ‘Explaining Extreme Events of 2013: From a Climate Perspective’, 

published in the September issue of Bulletin of the American Meteorological 

Society, does not directly say that climate change caused the floods but comes very 

close to that. 

 

Based on statistical analysis, the paper on the Indian case says that the high rainfall 

in June 2013 (the entire month, not just four days of excessive rainfall in the 

middle of the month) was “at least a century-scale event”, meaning such 

precipitation can be expected only once in a century at the most. It then says that 

the analysis provides evidence that climate change can be held responsible for 

increased likelihood of such extreme events.  “…our analyses of the observed and 

simulated June precipitation provide evidence that anthropogenic (human-induced) 

forcing of the climate system has increased the likelihood of such an event,” the 

report says. The Uttarakhand floods had caused a large-scale devastation in the 

region, killing thousands of people. 



Several earlier studies have captured the increasing trend of extreme rainfall cases 

in India and sought to link it with climate change. But it is extremely difficult to 

establish whether any individual event is a result of seasonal weather variations or 

an effect of climate change. 

 

The report acknowledges the limitations that science has in attributing individual 

events to climate change but says if wherever it is possible, such attributions need 

to be made. 

 

“It is clear that extreme events capture the public’s attention… And, with or 

without the availability of a robust scientific analysis, the public often associates 

extreme events such as these with climate change. Scientific event attribution can 

help inform the public’s understanding of our changing environment… Observed 

events, such as those analysed in this report, demonstrate the vulnerabilities of 

societies to extremes of weather and climate. Enhancing scientific knowledge 

through attributions helps build environmental intelligence.” 
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